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Ninthd Twelfth Grade

Overview

Student Characteristics

High school students experience significant growth and development as they assume more complex
responsibilities such as working and making career choices. They are defining their unique voices
and making important life decisions. These students are developing and practicing leadership and
interpersonal communication skills in their schools and communities that will facilitate their
entrance into adulthood. They continue to experience physical and emotional change as well as to
seek opportunities to develop their independence and individuality.

Because of the cultural and ideological diversity in a technologically advanced global society, many
students have opportunities to interact with others whose backgrounds are different from their own.

Students need to develop their ability to respect differences and to develop literacy skills necessary

for becoming productive adults.

Instructional Environment

When high school teachers create classroom communities defined by equity and excellence for all
students, all students learn. These conditions are achieved when teachers hold high expectations for
all students regardless of their linguistic, religious, ethnic, or cultural backgrounds and create
authentic learning activities that integrate literacy skills. Effective teachers use a variety of teaching
strategies to accommodate individual learning styles. Projects, mini-lectures, demonstrations, and
cooperative small groups are some of the strategies that best facilitate students’ acquisition of the
knowledge, skills, and attitudes they need to become lifelong learners and effective communicators.
In addition to traditional assessment tools, English teachers use current research-based methods to
measure authentically what students know and are able to do. These methods include informal and
formal observations, performance assessments, and student portfolios.

Scope of Content

High school students use literacy skills as tools for learning across all content areas. The content of
this document calls for ample opportunities for students to become effective language users by
developing a knowledge base, building a repertoire of strategies, and applying these strategies in
various contexts. Integrating the strands of listening, reading, viewing, writing, speaking, and
presenting into meaningful activities provides opportunities for students to obtain and communicate
information, to respond to literature, to use language for learning and reflecting, and to apply
critical and creative thinking as they solve problems.

The division of the content into standards that support the comprehension goal, the expression goal,
and both goals should provide assistance to English teachers as they plan literacy activities that
develop expression and comprehension skills and as they assess student progress. Key components
of the senior high curriculum are knowing and applying language concepts and conventions,
reading and writing for a variety of purposes, and using technology in the research process.
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Literature

Literature studied in Grades 9-12 represents rich literature traditions around the world. This
literature provides both mirrors from which students can see their life experiences reflected and
windows through which they can see and understand the lives of people different and distant from
themselves. Reading a broad range of texts from different genres, from various time periods, and
from diverse perspectives allows students to build a better understanding of themselves, of others,
and of the world in which they live.

To ensure that students experience high-quality representative literature, the following sequence is
provided: ninth-graders study a broad range of multicultural world literature; tenth-graders study
early American literature to 1900 and related world literature; eleventh-graders study American
literature from 1900 to the present; and twelfth-graders study British literature.

Literature Social Studies Courses

e World literature
e A Shakespearean drama, usually
Romeo and Juliet

World History and Geography
Since 1500

e American literature to 1900

e Related world literature

e A Shakespearean drama, usually
Julius Caesar

United States
History and Geography:
Beginnings to 1900

United States
History and Geography:
1900 to the Present

e American literature,
1900 to the present

e British literature
e A Shakespearean drama, usually
Macbeth

American Government
and Principles of Economics
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NinthGrad

inth-graders are moving from an environment that is exploratory in nature to one that requires them

to approximate more closely adult behaviors and perspectives. They require assistance in making

this adjustment that includes developing a more precise vocabulary for effective speaking and
writing. High school freshmen, as comprehenders of language, may at times prefer literature that primarily
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